REPORT OF THE
COMMISSION ON INFORMATION
FOR RECOGNITION

22 February 2022

To the Chairman and Grand Lodge representatives of the Conference of Grand Masters in North
America:

I seek leave to present to you two reports: that of the Commission on Information for
Recognition and secondly a report of the Chairman.

Allow me to present the members of this Commission:

M.W. Jorge L. Aladro, Past Grand Master of Florida

M.W. Richard A. H. Brown, Past Grand Master of Saskatchewan

M.W. Cameron Bailey, Grand Master of Washington, elected to the remaining term of the prior
Commissioner, who resigned from the Commission

M.W. Anthony R. Cracco, Past Grand Master of Illinois

M.W. Adam Hathaway, Past Grand Master of New Mexico

and I am Glen Cook, Past Grand Master of Utah.

We note that M.W. Richard Stewart, Past Grand Master of Massachusetts, resigned from
the Commission due to health reasons on February 20, 2022. We will communicate with the
Northeast Conference for a nomination of his replacement.

With the retirement of our Secretary/Treasurer, M.W. Glen Cook has been elected the
Secretary/Treasurer of the Commission. M.W. John C. Liley, Past Grand Master of Utah, has been
elected as the new member of the Commission.

You will see that our secretary, M.W. Joe C. Harrison, Past Grand Master of Tennessee
and Past Chairman of the Commission is not present. He has asked that I read the following:

Hello Brethren,

I apologize for getting sick and missing this Conference. It is the first Conference I've
missed in 24 years. It is especially annoying because today I retire from the Commission after 20
years. | wanted to be there to thank you for electing me to the Commission, for allowing me to
serve as Chairmen for three years and Secretary/Treasurer for the last 10+ years. I want to thank
the foreign grand lodges and grand officers around the world who provided unlimited research
assistance to the Commission, as well as the grand secretaries and fraternal relations committees
in our Conference who were most helpful. I also thank my Grand Master, M.W. Brother Charlie
Mixon for his service to Masonry and to the Commission. You have elected an excellent



replacement to fill the office of Secretary/Treasurer. You have a strong Commission which will
be of great service to the Conference for many years. I pray God's blessings on each Grand
Lodge represented by our Conference, their officers and members, and all true Masons
everywhere.

Thank you for 20 wonderful years.
Best wishes,

Joe C. Harrison, PGM
Tennessee

Since the delegates to this Conference change each year, I will repeat the Standards
for Recognition adopted for our guidance. These are the guidelines used to evaluate the regularity
of a grand lodge, and to thereby determine whether it is worthy of consideration for recognition
by our member Grand Lodges. This Commission provides this data for use by our Grand Lodges,
and does not attempt to influence or recommend what action should be taken. The Commission
serves you in an investigative and advisory capacity only.

The standards for recognition are summarized as follows:
1.Legitimacy of origin.
2. Exclusive territorial jurisdiction, except by mutual consent and/or treaty.
3. Adherence to the Ancient Landmarks - specifically, a Belief in God, the Volume

of the Sacred Law as an indispensable part of the Furniture of the Lodge,

and the prohibition of the discussion of politics and religion.

I will also take the opportunity to note some factors that are not helpful in our deliberations.
I will be blunt, which will not surprise members of my Grand Lodge, but I don’t mean this
unkindly, rather, as guidance for those who make presentations to the Commission:

Your charitable acts, while absolutely a laudable endevour, do not reflect on regularity.

Pictures of members of your grand lodge standing with a prominent mason at a meeting
are not helpful.

Attending the World Conference of Regular Masonic Grand Lodges, while useful to you
as a grand lodge, does not impact our findings.

The number of grand lodges with whom you are in amity is not by itself persuasive,
particularly if the grand lodges, even if regular, are relatively unknown and have only limited
recognition. It is not a numbers game.



Applying these standards to the requests of several Grand Lodges during our deliberations,
we now share the following information:

Dominican Republic

On February 8, your Commission received a request to make a presentation to the
Commission from Lodges that had withdrawn from the Grand Lodge of the Dominican
Republic. Inasmuch as a new grand lodge has not yet been formed by these lodges, it was
deemed inappropriate for the Commission to hear the matter. We make findings as to regularity
for grand lodges that have already been formed. It is not within our remit to give advisory
opinions.

Further, there is a requirement that requests to be heard must be made by December 1.
Fairness requires the existing Grand Lodge be given notice and an opportunity to be heard. The
time was insufficient to do so. That is one reason for the requirement to submit requests to be
heard by December 1.

The Grand Lodge of Lebanon

There has come before your Commission a request that a finding be made that this Grand
Lodge meets the Standards of Recognition adopted by this Conference. A presentation was made
to the Commission by the Grand Lodge of Lebanon and the Grand Lodge of New York who
spoke in favor of the request. Presentations were also made by the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the
Grand Lodge of Washington D.C. and the Grande Loge Nationale Francaise, all of whom stood
in opposition to a finding that the Grand Lodge of Lebanon met those Standards.

We decline to make findings at this time. An explanation is in order.

The Grand Lodge of New York constituted the new Grand Lodge of Lebanon from at
least three regular lodges in 2018. No grand lodge had been constituted in and for that nation
before that time.

At the time this new Grand Lodge was formed by the Grand Lodge of New York, there
were lodges working in Lebanon under the Grand Lodges of Scotland, New York, and
Washington, D.C. It appears the Grande Loge National Francaise allowed a lodge to work there
after the formation of the Grand Lodge of Lebanon.

It has been pointed out to the Commission that there was no consultation with the other
Grand Lodges working in Lebanon before the Grand Lodge of Lebanon was formed. We agree
that the well established custom and practice in Europe is to consult with other grand lodges
working in a jurisdiction. This is the fraternal course that would be expected. Indeed, the failure
to do so in this case has led to discontent between brother masons and actions that are
inappropriate amongst masons. It is most disappointing that the consultation failed to
occur. However, that need for consultation, while a custom, and even a well recommended
custom, is not a requirement for forming a grand lodge.



More particularly, it has been argued that because lodges of other jurisdictions continue
to work in the country, a grand lodge cannot be formed without a treaty between the various
chartering grand lodges, as there would be a lack of exclusive territorial jurisdiction.

As a source to resolve the dispute, we would draw your attention to Grand Lodge
Recognition, The Commission on Information for Recognition (Macoy, 1956). The inestimable
Roscoe Pound, a Deputy Grand Master of Massachusetts and a legal scholar still studied by U.S.
law students, cited with approval Dr. Mackey’s statement:

[I]t is competent for any Grand Lodge to grant a warrant of constitution and establish a
Lodge in such unoccupied territory....And this right of granting warrants inures to every Grand
Lodge in the World and may be exercised by as many as choose to do so, as long as no Grand
Lodge is organized in the territory. 19-20, citations omitted.

There is no other grand lodge organized in Lebanon. The doctrine often expressed as
exclusive territorial jurisdiction has been fulfilled: there is only one grand lodge formed for
this jurisdiction. Those who have a policy of only recognizing one grand lodge in a jurisdiction
have not seen a departure from that policy.

Grand Lodges for whom we hold the greatest respect are in sharp disagreement regarding
the activities and other conduct that have occurred in Lebanon. We are informed that action is
being taken to remedy some of the mis-steps that have occurred. We urge that for the sake of
Freemasonry Universal that the regular grand lodges in Lebanon and the Grand Lodge of
Lebanon consult, allowing Freemasonry to flourish in that country.

The United Grand Lodge of Georgia

The United Grand Lodge of Georgia has requested the Commission find that it meets the
Standards of Recognition.

It has failed to demonstrate that it meets those Standards.

We will refer to two different grand lodges in this report: the Grand Lodge of Georgia
constituted in 2015, and the United Grand Lodge of Georgia, constituted in 2018.

The original Grand Lodge of Georgia was constituted in 2015 by three regular lodges
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Russia. At that time, there were other Grand Lodges working in
that country. It does not appear there was consultation in forming the new Grand Lodge. The
Grand Lodge of Russia issued a document stating (in the English translation) that it “approved”
of the new Grand Lodge of Georgia, naming the three founding lodges. It does not appear this
was a charter. Rather, it appears to demonstrate their consent to the formation of the new Grand
Lodge by their lodges.

In 2018, the Grand Lodge of Russia and other Grand Lodges working in Georgia formed
a new United Grand Lodge of Georgia. Importantly, in a document which states twice that it is a
charter, it is first claimed that the “Charter of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, issued by the Grand



Lodge of Russia... is hereby canceled.” An individual was directed to turn that 2015 charter over
to the new grand lodge. The Commission was informed without contradiction that the individual
directed to deliver the 2015 document had previously been expelled from the original Grand
Lodge of Georgia.

It is also stated in the 2018 charter that if the new United Grand Lodge of Georgia did not
adhere to the landmarks of freemasonry, the charter “will become void and of no value.”

This leads us to a number of points:

First, it does not appear the document issued in 2015 to the first Grand Lodge of Georgia
was a charter.

Secondly, even if it was a charter, your Commission is unaware of any principle of
Masonic law that allows one grand lodge to “cancel” the charter of another sovereign grand
lodge. Indeed, such a power would be indicative of a lack of sovereignty by the chartered grand
lodge.

Consequently, even if the 2015 document was a charter, the 2018 charter could not act to
cancel that 2015 charter. Further, reserving the power to declare the 2018 charter void, leads one
to believe the 2018 United Grand Lodge of Georgia was not truly a self-governing, independent
grand lodge.

Additionally, if the 2015 Grand Lodge of Georgia continued to exist and work, as we
were informed it has, the 2018 United Grand of Lodge did not have exclusive territorial
jurisdiction.

In sum, the documentation fails to demonstrate that the United Grand Lodge of Georgia
meets the Standards of Recognition adopted by this Conference.

The Grand Lodge of Tahiti

In 2012, the Grand Lodge of Tahiti requested that the Commission find that they met the
Standards of Recognition. The new Grand Lodge was composed of regular lodges chartered by
The Grande Loge Nationale Francais (GLNF). The Commission report stated that information
was “presented that this new Grand Lodge practices regular Masonry and is a sovereign territory.
The Commission is of the opinion that the Grand Lodge of Tahiti meets the standards for
recognition.”

Based on additional information presented to it, the Commission today is not persuaded
that the 2012 finding was correct.

The GLNF asked to be heard on this matter at our meeting on Monday, February 21,
2022. We are informed that GLNF was not present at our proceedings. We note they were
going through a disruption in the governance of their Grand Lodge at that time, and many of our
Grand Lodges had suspended recognition of GLNF.



In 2012, the Commission proceeded on the uncontradicted information presented to it:
that Tahiti was sovereign territory. We are no longer persuaded this is the case. While it is
correct that Tahiti has since 2004 enjoyed a unique status under French law, that of “an overseas
country,” we are not persuaded it is a sovereign country. It is more accurate to describe it as
semi-autonomous. Tahitians carry French passports. Tahiti possesses many devolved powers,
but does not control its education system or national security. It is notable that for eight years,
from 2004 to 2012, Tahitian masons did not seek to declare themselves independent from the
GLNF, only doing so in 2012, when they were dissatisfied with the governance by GLNF.

This brings us to the question of “what to do?” Many Grand Lodges of this Conference,
in reliance on the 2012 findings, findings entered ten years ago, have entered into amity with the
Grand Lodge of Tahiti. We must ask at what point do we reach finality in our findings as a
Commission and our acts of recognition as grand lodges? Can we still cast doubt on findings
made twenty years ago; fifty years ago?

The Commission has received no information that the Grand Lodge of Tahiti has
practiced other than regular Freemasonry in the intervening ten years.

As in all cases of the findings of this Commission, it must be left to each individual grand
lodge to decide how they act on the findings.

A separate note

We wish to acknowledge at this juncture that many Grand Lodges have a policy to wait a
period of years, as much as ten years, from the formation of a new Grand Lodge before agreeing
to recognition. This policy certainly has merits as we have seen in the consideration of the three
matters just discussed.

Gran Logia Equinoccial del Ecuador

The Gran Logia Equinoccial del Ecuador has requested findings that they meet the
Standards of Recognition of this Conference.

The majority of Grand Lodges of this Conference recognize the Grand Lodge of Ecuador,
AF&AM, founded in 1921. As we understand the present situation, the two Grand Lodges are in
discussions regarding the sharing of the territory by treaty. We encourage such discussions and
hope they are fruitful. However, it would be premature for us to make findings that they meet
the Standards of Recognition.

Grand Lodge of Mozambique
The Grand Lodge of Mozambique was constituted by the Regular (Legal) Grand Lodge

of Portugal in 2009. The founding grand lodge supports their request for a finding that they meet
the Standards of Recognition. We find that they do appear to meet the Standards of Recognition.



Grand Lodge Cuscatlan of El Salvador

The Grand Lodge Cuscatlan of El Salvador was established in 1912. It enjoys amity with
many of the South American and Central American Grand Lodges, a number of the Grand
Lodges of this Conference, and in Europe. It appears to meet the Standards of Recognition.

The National Grand Lodge of Togo

The National Grand Lodge of Togo had requested to make a presentation to the
Commission, but due to a bereavement, they were unable to travel at this time.

Valle de Mexico

In 2014, the Commission noted that “Over the last decade, it has been reported that
[Valle de Mexico] have invaded the territory of a number of neighboring grand lodges.”

We are advised that they have continued this pattern of conduct in an unrepentant
manner. We do not find that they meet the Standards of Recognition.

Standing Rules of the Commission on Information for Recognition

These are attached for the information of the Conference and those appearing before the
Commission.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


